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OAA Title IIID - Disease Prevention and Health 
Promotion (DPHP) Services 

Title IIID webpage:  
http://www.aoa.g
ov/AoARoot/AoA_
Programs/HPW/Ti
tle_IIID/index.aspx  
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Current and Future Status of OAA Title IIID 

• Appropriations 
– FY-2012 Congressional Appropriations 

(http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-112publ74/html/PLAW-
112publ74.htm) included an evidenced-based requirement:  

• For carrying out, to the extent not otherwise provided, the Older 
Americans Act of 1965 (“OAA”), section 398 and title XXIX of the 
PHS Act, section 119 of the Medicare Improvements for Patients 
and Providers Act of 2008, $1,473,703,000: Provided, that 
amounts appropriated under this heading may be used for grants 
to States under section 361 of the OAA only for disease 
prevention and health promotion programs and activities which 
have been demonstrated through rigorous evaluation to be 
evidence-based and effective.   

• Reauthorization  

– The evidence-based requirement is here to stay 
 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-112publ74/html/PLAW-112publ74.htm
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-112publ74/html/PLAW-112publ74.htm
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-112publ74/html/PLAW-112publ74.htm
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-112publ74/html/PLAW-112publ74.htm
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-112publ74/html/PLAW-112publ74.htm
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-112publ74/html/PLAW-112publ74.htm
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-112publ74/html/PLAW-112publ74.htm


OAA Reauthorization 
• Bill Text 113th Congress (2013-2014) S.1562.IS  

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/F?c113:1:./temp/~c1131tClf1:e5204 
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Future Title IIID Evidence-Based Definition 

Evidence-Based Criteria 
• Demonstrated through evaluation to be effective for improving the 

health and wellbeing or reducing disease, disability and/or injury 
among older adults; and 

• Proven effective with older adult population, using Experimental or 
Quasi-Experimental Design;* and 

• Research results published in a peer-review journal; and  
• Fully translated in one or more community site(s); and 
• Includes developed dissemination products that are available to the 

public. 
Title IIID Evidence-Based Disease Prevention and Health Promotion 
Programs Cost Chart  
 
* Experimental designs use random assignment and a control group. Quasi-experimental designs do not use random assignment. (Shadish, William R., Thomas D. Cook, and Donald 

T. Campbell. 2002. Experimental and Quasi-Experimental Designs for Generalized Causal Inference. Boston: Houghton Mifflin.) 
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Cost Chart (43 programs listed – zero are oral 
health related)   

 



ADEPP  
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At the 
National 
Association 
of Area 
Agencies on 
Aging (N4A) 
conference, 
a general 
session was 
dedicated 
to evidence-
based 
programs 



In addition, 
there was a 
speed dating-
type session 
to learn about 
evidence-
based 
programs 
directly from 
their 
developers. 
Zero related 
to oral health. 



A Few of the Conference Sessions Dedicated to Evidence-
Based Disease Prevention/Health Promotion Programs 

 



N4A Conference EB DPHP Sessions, Cont.  

 



Evidence-Based Leadership  
Council – 12 EB DPHP 
program developers  (zero 
oral Health related) 



ACL’s CDSME Resource Center (NCOA)  

• Where to go: http://www.ncoa.org/improve-health/center-for-healthy-aging/content-library/  
• What’s available:  

– Program Planning: resources to help you decide if you’re ready- and plan for a 
successful implementation. Learn more.  

– Implementation: resources that can help you implement evidence-based 
programming including programming tools and checklists. Get the tools. 

– Outreach and Recruitment: recruiting and retaining participants from across 
your community is crucial to the success of evidence-based programming. 
Read how others have done it.  

– Evaluation: ensure that your program has the intended outcome, evaluation 
needs to take place at every step in the process. The Center provides 
resources to help your evaluation planning and reporting. Access the 
resources. 

– Sustainability: sustainability ensures that you can continue to offer your 
valuable programming. Like evaluation, sustainability should be a part of each 
step of your process. Discover strategies for sustainability. 
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OAA Title IIID Evidence-Based Changes and Oral Health  

 



Oral Health and the OAA 

OAA Title IIIB (Supportive Services) 
webpage:  http://www.aoa.gov/AoARoot/AoA_Programs/HCLTC/supportive_services/index.aspx.  
 
I highlighted the parts of Section 321 (Title IIIB) of the OAA in yellow that allow Title IIIB funds to be 
used for oral health.   
 
PART B—SUPPORTIVE SERVICES AND SENIOR CENTERS PROGRAM AUTHORIZED 
Section. 321.  
(a) The Assistant Secretary shall carry out a program for making grants to States under State plans 
approved under section 307 for any of the following supportive services: 
(8) services designed to provide health screening (including mental health screening) to detect or 
prevent illnesses, or both, that occur most frequently in older individuals; 
(17) health and nutrition education services, including information concerning prevention, diagnosis, 
treatment, and rehabilitation of age-related diseases and chronic disabling conditions; 
(25) any other services necessary for the general welfare of older individuals; if such services meet 
standards prescribed by the Assistant Secretary and are necessary for the general welfare of older 
individuals. For purposes of paragraph (5), the term ‘‘client assessment through case management’’ 
includes providing information relating to assistive technology. 
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Evidence-Based Strategies for 
Improving Older Adult Oral 

Health 

     April 28, 2015 



THE US DEMOGRAPHIC SHIFT OF 

2011 WILL CONTINUE INTO 2030 

10K 2/3 

92% 
72-92 
MIL 



FRAIL AND LOW-INCOME OLDER 

ADULTS ARE AT GREATEST RISK  

70% $70K 

40%
5Y 

NO 



IN 2009 OHA REPONDED TO THE  

“SILVER TSUNAMI” 

Bad is stronger than good, so 
the critical challenge is to 
generate hope by finding the 
“bright spots” that lead to a 
sustainable difference.  

Made to Stick, Chip Heath 

 
 



CONDUCTED ANNUAL ORAL HEALTH 

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEYS  

NUTRITION 

FALLS 
CHRONIC 
DISEASES 

ORAL 
HEALTH 



 

HELD ONLINE FOCUS GROUPS 

WITH CAREGIVERS IN FL 
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COMMON ORAL HEALTH TOPICS 

 
ORAL HEALTH KNOWLEDGE GAPS 

AMONG CONSUMERS 
Respondents: Individuals providing some care for 

an older person  
 



HELD STAKEHOLDER WORKSHOP 

WITH HEALTH ADVOCATES IN CT   

$$$ 
 

PROF 
INFO 

RIDE 
SOC 
SERV 



ADVOCATE   

for oral health of 
older adults, 

especially those 
most vulnerable 

CONNECT 
communities 

with support & 
resources to 
access care 

EDUCATE  

older adults 
and their 

caregivers 

toothwisdom.org  Demonstration  
Projects  

Professional 
Symposia  

Advocacy Health Education 
& 

Communications  



AVAILABLE NOW:   

TOOTHWISDOM.ORG  
• Health Information 
• Access to Care 

State-by-State 
• Oral Health News 
• Financial Options 
• Caregiver Support 

 



COMING: JULY 2015  

TOOTHWISDOM.ORG – TAKE ACTION! 



 

HOW CAN YOU PARTICIPATE? 

 

• Become a State Partner 
• Contribute a 250 word By-lined 

Health Resources Essay  
• Become a Toothwisdom.org 

Reviewer 
• Share your favorite Older Adult 

articles on the Professional Section 
  



 

AVAILABLE NOW: 2013 REPORT  

 WHAT:  State data for 5 indicators 
impacting older adult oral health 

WHERE: Download from 
Toothwisdom.org 

WHY: Medicaid Advocacy is an 
ongoing oral health priority  

“42% of states (21 states) provide 

either no dental benefit or emergency 

coverage only through adult Medicaid 

Dental Benefits” (SOD, 2013) 



COMING: SEPTEMBER 2015 

A State of Decay, Vol 3  



 

 

 

 

HOW CAN YOU PARTICIPATE? 

  

GO TO “THE HILL”  

Join OHA on Advocacy 
Days, Sep 30-Oct 1 on  
 

PLAN A STATE EVENT 

Use A State of Decay, 
when Your legislature is in 
session 

 

MEDIA OUTREACH  
Help OHA to “promote”  
stories in your market 



2009: Oral Health 
Professionals – 76% 
• OHA White Paper -  

Older Adult OH 
• e-Briefings - 

NYAS.org  
 

2013: Oral Health 
Professionals – 50% 
• Collaborative 

Project 
• Tooth Wisdom: 

Get Smart About 
Your Mouth 

INTER-PROFESSIONAL SYMPOSIA  

 2009 & 2013 RESULTS  



2013 INTER-PROFESSIONAL 

SYMPOSIA RESULTS 

 
PROJECT GOAL  

FIRST EVIDENCE-BASED 
ORAL HEALTH 
CURRICULUM FOR OLDER 
ADULT CONSUMERS WHO 
ARE AGING IN PLACE 



2013 INTER-PROFESSIONAL SYMPOSIA –  

STEPS COMPLETED  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  RESEARCH 
 

 INTER-PROFESSIONAL 
ADVISORY COUNCIL 

 

COURSE DEVELOPMENT 
o Columbia & UIC 

Educators 
 

PARTNERSHIPS FORMED 
o ADHA 
o COHA 
o Aging Organizations 
 

ALPHA PILOT 
o Chicago 

 
    



2013 INTER-PROFESSIONAL SYMPOSIA –  

NEXT STEPS 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  BETA PILOTS 
o MI, OR, MN, CHI  

ADHA COMMUNITY 
SERVICE DAY 
o 7 Sites-1 Day  6-17-2015 

PEER-REVIEWED ARTICLES 
RANDOMIZED CONTROL 

TRIAL 
o The NY Department of 

Aging 
SIGNIFICANT FUNDING 

 
 

    



Resources for Older 
Adults 

Online 
Resources 

6 

E.g. Colgate 
Patient 

Education 

 Other Media 
Resources 

1 

DVD with 
presentation  

outline 

1  

Manual in PDF 
format 

2 

Regional  
Community 
Programs 

LA Smles 
for Life 

2013 SYMPOSIA – RESULTS 

SCOPING REVIEW (n=36) SCOPING 
REVIEW 
FINDINGS: 
Few, if any 
evidence-based 
oral health 
programs for 
Community 
Dwelling Older 
Adults 



OHA RESEARCH CONTINUES 

“SILVER TSUNAMI” GAINS MOMENTUM 

Medicare spending for a person 85  
is 51% higher than for a person age 65* 

*Medicare Spending and Financing, Kaiser Family Foundation, 2010 

Age 85+ 

2012: $5.9M 

2030: $8.9M 

Age 75-84 

2012: $19M 

2030: $34M 

 

Age 65-74 

2012: $43M 

2030: $73M 

 



COMING: JULY 2015  

INTER-DISCIPLINARY SYMPOSIUM  

 

PURPOSE 

Explore inclusion of Oral 

Health benefits in publicly 

funded insurance by 2020   
 
PARTICIPANTS 
OH Professionals – 25% 
Aging Professionals – 25% 
Medicare Experts – 25% 
Health Policy Experts – 25%  
  



DEMONSTRATION PROJECTS 

PAST AND PRESENT 

WISDOM TOOTH 
PROJECT DEMO 

PROJECTS 
“ 

TOOTHWISDOM FOR 
PHARMACISTS: 2015 
NOVA Southeastern 
School of Dental 
Medicine 

ORAL MEDICINE 
CLINICS: 2013 U @ 
Buffalo School of 
Dental Medicine  

MOUTHMOBILES: 2014  
Aspen Dental 



 

HOW CAN YOU PARTICIPATE? 

 

 
Build relationships outside dental   
Advocate for OH inclusion public forums 

oWHCOA  
Sign-on letters that protect Older Adults 

oOAA Reauthorization  
Support or re-vitalize your State OHC 
Suggest a needed Demonstration Project 
Stay in touch through WTP Insider News 



 

 

 

“YOU CAN’T BE HEALTHY WITHOUT GOOD 

ORAL HEALTH” C. Everett Koop, Surgeon General, 1982-1989 
 

PLEASE VISIT WITH ORAL HEALTH 
AMERICA 24/7 AT: 
WWW.TOOTHWISDOM.ORG 
 
Beth Truett 
President & CEO 
Oral Health America 
beth@oralhealthamerica.org 
 
Dora Fisher 
Older Adult Programs Director 
Oral Health America 
dora.fisher@oralhealthamerica.org 
 
 

http://www.toothwisdom.org/

